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The Newsletter of Cleveland’s Reconstructionist Jewish Community

Have you registered for the Intergenerational 
Shabbaton coming up on April 26-28?  Here 

are 10 reasons why you 
should:

10.  The location. 
Punderson State Park 
covers 741-acres, 

including a 150-acre natural lake 
and 14 miles of winding hiking 
trails. Our main activities take 
place in the beautiful Tudor-
Style manor house, which was 
built between 1929-1948 .

9.  The dining room. The perfect place for 
schmoozing, the lovely Cherry Dining Room 
serves good fantastic food (which you don’t 
have to cook or clean-up!) 

8. The hospitality suite.  Staffed by 
volunteers, it’s a comfy place to grab a 

snack, play games and hang out. 

7. Saturday free time. 
Take time to reflect and get 
away from everyone in the 
great outdoor, take a hike 
with a friend, or enjoy the 
beautiful indoor pool (a 
lifeguard will be on duty on 

Saturday afternoon. 

6. Get the lowdown on “Counting 
the Omer.” What is the Omer 
anyway?  Why is it important 
today?  

What 
does it 

mean to 
me?  Plus: 

the world debut of The Omer Game.

5. The services: Friday begins 
with an uplifting musical Kabbalat 

Shabbat service. We gather on Saturday 
morning for a rich Torah study followed 

by Shabbat Service with our signature 
spirited singing and thought-provoking 
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Rabbi Steve is available to meet with Kol Halev members on a range of issues by appointment on 
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday mornings.Contact him by phone at the office (216-320-
1498) or at rabbisteve@kolhalev.net to schedule a meeting time.

I expect that as this April newsletter arrives, we will be in the final stages of celebrating Passover 
and those of us who turn our kitchens upside down for the holiday will be getting ready to return 
them to their pre-Pesach states.  However, even though Passover proper is coming to a close, the 
themes and questions raised by this holiday will ideally continue to reverberate in our hearts and 
minds as we proceed along the 49 day path that leads from Passover to Shavuot.  One of those 
major themes is that of redemption, of the possibility that the world can be a dif-
ferent and better place tomorrow than it is today, all of the pain and injustice and 
structural impediments notwithstanding.  The story of the Exodus from Egypt lends 
itself to thinking about redemption in fairly dramatic and external terms, but I 
think if we reflect on the redemptive dynamics that we have been witness to in our 
lifetimes, there is at least an equal amount of it that has emerged through the more 
subtle and processes of dialogue and internal transformation as there has been 
from the bolder and more visible actions in the public sphere.
 
In this context, I am very pleased to share with the community that we will 
participating in what I imagine will be one of those more subtle and nuanced 
redemptive processes at the end of this month when we will gather together with 
members of the Olivet Institutional Baptist Church to engage in a joint study 
that explores the life of Jesus as a point of intersection between the Jewish and 
Christian traditions.  Now in one sense, I’ll admit that this may feel to some like it goes beyond the 
level of subtlety since there are not too many Jews around today who can comfortably claim Jesus’s 
life as part of the historical legacy of our people. However, the number of Jewish people who have 
discovered the rich potential for increasing our understanding of our own tradition as well as for 
creating meaningful dialogue with Christians that lies within this approach, is growing in breadth 
and strength.
 
One of the leading lights of this approach within the Jewish community is Professor Amy-Jill 
levine who is a practicing Orthodox Jew and a scholar of the New Testament and early Christian-
ity at Vanderbilt University.  She has written a number of books on the relationship of Jesus and the 
early church to Jewish tradition and she has recently served as the editor of the historic Jewish com-
mentary on the New Testament.  Professor Levine’s book, The Misunderstood Jew, which was also 
last month’s selection for the Kol Halev book group, will be the text on which our conversation is 
based and I will have the honor and pleasure of co-teaching this joint adult education seminar with 
Reverend Leah Lewis whom many of us know through her participation in first two of our Mock 
Trial events and through our connection to Greater Cleveland Congregations.  While the class is be-
ing offered in the context of the Reverend Otis Moss Academy at Olivet which meets five nights in 
a row from April 29th through May 3rd, Kol HaLev members are welcome to attend as many or as 
few sessions as will work for them.  My hope is that many of us will see participating in this expe-
rience as a wonderful way to extend and concretize the spirit of this year’s Passover celebration.

Rabbi Steve

rabbInIc corner rabbI sTeve segar

mailto:mailto:rabbisteve%40kolhalev.net?subject=
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readings, and of course, our portable ark and 
Torah.

4. Intergenerational programming.  
Seize the opportunity to get to know 
members of  Kol Halev households from 
a range of different ages and 
stages  

3. Saturday night fun. There’s 
plans for the traditional lag 
B’Omer bonfire followed by a 
talent show (you won’t believe 
the talent that this community 
has.  Be prepared to have your 
socks knocked off!)

2. Havdalah. Seriously, how often do you 
get around to doing the Havdalah service 
-- with its beautiful braided candle and 
fragrant spices -- at home?  And isn’t it 
lovely?

1. Commune with your community. 
There’s plenty of time to hang out and 
talk. Spend more time with the people 
you like and get to know all those folks 
you’ve been wanting to know better. 
 
So what are you waiting for? Registration forms 
are available online at http://www.kolhalev.net/
shabbaton_forms and on page 7.

Top TeN ReasoNs To Come To The shabbaToN, continued from page 1

 fRom The JeWish feDeRaTioN of ClevelaND
yom hashoah v’hagvuRa, holoCausT & heRoism CommemoRaTioN
70th Anniversary of the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising, Featuring Rabbi Michael Schudrich, Chief 
Rabbi of Poland, Sun., April 7, 2:00-3:30 p.m., Park Synagogue Main, 3300 Mayfield Rd. 
Remember the six million Jews who perished during the Holocaust (1939-1945) and honor survivors, 
liberators and rescuers. As we remember and honor, we also look to the future and strive to build 
a world where such horrors will never happen again. The program will feature Rabbi Michael 
Schudrich, Chief Rabbi of Poland who will discuss “The Renaissance of Jewish life Today in 
Poland”; a candlelighting by Holocaust survivors and their families; a youth choir; and awards for 
creative arts. Free and open to the community. This program is sponsored by the Kol Israel Foundation 
and the Jewish Federation of Cleveland. For more information about Yom Hashoah, contact 
216.593.2900, ext. 271 or yomhashoah@jcfcleve.org. Free and open to the community.
 

yom hazikaRoN CommemoRaTioN & yom ha’aTzmauT 
CelebRaTioN

Mon., April 15, Executive Caterers at Landerhaven, 6111 
Landerhaven Drive, Mayfield Hts.
Yom Hazikaron – 5:45 p.m. (doors open at 5:15 p.m.). Honor those 
who lost their lives protecting the State of Israel, as well as in terrorist 
attacks. 

Yom Ha’atzmaut – 6:15 p.m. (doors open at 6:00 p.m.) Celebrate 
Israel’s 65th Birthday and enjoy entertainment for all ages – featuring 

Israeli rock star, David Broza, live in concert at 8 pm! For more 
information visit http://www.jewishcleveland.org/page.aspx?id=261411, or 

contact 216.593.2900, ext. 130 or ksteiger@jcfcleve.org. Free and open to the community. 

http://www.kolhalev.net/shabbaton_forms
http://www.kolhalev.net/shabbaton_forms
mailto:yomhashoah%40jcfcleve.org?subject=
http://www.jewishcleveland.org/page.aspx?id=261411
mailto:ksteiger%40jcfcleve.org?subject=
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We have had several new additions in Youth and Family Education programming at Kol Halev 
this year. This past June we were informed that a “Partially Funded Position Grant” would be 
made available to Kol Halev by the Jewish Education Center of Cleveland (JECC). This grant 
could be used to hire personnel to institute programming or an educational service that had not 
been previously offered to the Kol Halev community. A small committee was convened and it was 
determined that a “Hebrew” class should be offered to non-day school children in our community, 
starting in the fall.

last summer, a great deal of research was done in a short period of time to assess how best to 
address the needs of our community. Families with non-day school children in grades 3-6 were 
asked about their needs and desires. There were many meetings with the JECC to hear about their 
resources and the latest research. Articles were discussed and textbooks were examined. After two 
months of dedicated work, the program was outlined and production began.

looking at all the latest research and recognizing the limitations of meeting for only one-and-
a-half hours per week, we decided to create a tefillah (prayer) program rather than a traditional 
Hebrew program. In this program, the focus would be learning the prayers from a Reconstructionist 
perspective; the curriculum would include learning to decode Hebrew, but would also spend a great 
deal of time exploring the meaning of the prayers. Ultimately, we wish to provide an avenue to 
make prayer a meaningful experience. 

Looking at this experience and envisioning our final goal, we then decided to name this program 
“Nesiya,” which means “journey.” Once we had the program aptly named, we were fortunate to 
hire Jodilynn Solomon a congregrant, teacher/school librarian  and experienced Jewish educator, to 
implement Nesiya. Just after the High Holy Days, Nesiya began and 8 students began their tefillah 
journey with Kol Halev. It is truly exciting that there is a Reconstructionist tefillah program for 
children in Cleveland, something that we did not think was feasible a year ago.

There have been many exciting additions to the Nesiya program, including “Chaverim B’Telefon” 
-- “friends on the phone.” In this program, Nesiya participants are paired with adult members of 
the community who have a command of Hebrew, and each pair has a weekly review of the Nesiya 
lesson by phone (or Skype) or in person. The communication strengthens the children’s Hebrew, and 
it also fosters new intergenerational relationships between the chaverim gadolim (“big friends”) and 
the chaverim katanim (“little friends”) which both children and adults are enjoying. 

It has been a very exciting journey for all of us! I look forward to sharing more about these 
programs as they evolve.
 
Kol Tuv,
Robyn

robyn novIck
hagiga happeNiNgs
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Parent's Name Last First

Parent's Name Last First

Child's Name Last First Age

Child's Name Last First Age

Child's Name Last First Age

Child's Name Last First Age

Phone E-Mail

Emergency Contact Name Phone

If you are attending alone, do you wish to have a roommate?

If you have arrangements to share a room, provide her/his name.

Meals will be dairy/vegetarian. Please list any special dietary needs.

The cost includes lodging, meals and programming. If all rooms are occupied in the Manor House, cabins will be used.

Please enter the applicable amounts below.

Fill in Amt

$320 Two adults (plus fees for children) $360 FAMILY CAP

$260 One adult (plus fees for children)

$50 TAX DEDUCTIBLE DONATION to defray costs

$25 for other participants

$0

TOTAL Enclosed OR Pay Online @ KolHaLev.Net

Limited funds are available for those who would not be able to attend without assistance. Check here if you would like
Rabbi Steve to contact you regarding assistance with registration fees.

Children under 3

Per Child (4-12 years old)

TWO NIGHTS/PER ROOM

As in the past, there will be a Kol HaLev Shabbaton Talent Show on Saturday evening.
Please volunteer to participate! Anyone of any age can be part of this exciting event! 

Please check one

Kol HaLev Intergenerational Shabbaton
Friday-Sunday, April 26-28, 2013, 16-18 Iyyar 5773

Per Teen (13-18 years old)

FINAL DATE FOR REGISTRATION IS MARCH 26, 2013. THERE IS A LATE FEE OF $25 AFTER MARCH 26th.

REGISTRATION

PLEASE SEND COMPLETED FORM TO shabbaton@kolhalev.net OR TO: 
KOL HALEV •  ATTENTION: VICKI SUSSMAN  •  2245 WARRENSVILLE CENTER ROAD  •  SUITE 215

UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS OH 44118

Fill in using Adobe or print out and send in

$25 LATE FEE AFTER MARCH 26, 2013

Enter your name here if you want to perform at the Kol HaLev Shabbaton Talent Show

http://kolhalev.us2.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=0e0dc6b925eab3e0c2ea49b23&id=e7cebf0514&e=2defc394c5
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luNCh & leaRN: lag b’omeR

Please join us for a lunch & learn session on April 20 at 1p.m. following the Shabbat morning 
services and kiddush. Rabbi Shawn Zevit will lead us in a discussion about the holiday of lag b’Omer 
- celebrating the 33rd day of the Counting of the Omer.

This year’s lunch & learn series explores various ways to connect to God through the annual cycle 
of holidays and festivals. These discussions offer a deeper understanding of the Reconstructionist 
perspective.

Please bring a dish to share for the potluck dairy lunch (no nuts, please),  If you need childcare or have 
questions, contact Karal Stern at karals@roadrunner.com or 440-781-3318.

NeWs fRom The ReCoNsTRuCTioNisT RabbiNiCal College (RRC)
 
How to Grow a Rabbi
Rabbinical formation takes more than knowledge and nurturing. Three snapshots of 
student rabbinical interns at the congregations they serve show that in order to really 
“get it,” you have to do the work. Meet Leslie Hilgeman (Congregation Am Haskalah, 

Bethlehem, PA), Jason Bonder (Congregation Beit Simchat Torah, New York City) and David 
Basior (Mishkan Ha’am, Hastings-on-Hudson, NY) at http://www.rrc.edu/2013AR/4.html.
 
Creating an Environment for Growth
What inspires Chayim Herzig-Marx to keep serving the Reconstructionist movement? He talks with 
Rabbi Deborah Glanzberg-Krainin, ’96, Ph.D. Read the interview at http://www.rrc.edu/2013AR/13.
html.
 
Immigration Reform Is a Jewish Issue
More often than any other mitzvah in the Torah, we are commanded to champion the needs of the 
vulnerable in society, including the “stranger,” the immigrant or foreigner. And so the Jewish Social 
Justice Roundtable (JSJR), which brings together 25 organizations, has taken on immigration reform 
as its first national campaign. The Reconstructionist Rabbinical College is a member of JSJR; 
through that affiliation, the Reconstructionist movement is participating. Learn more at http://www.
jewishrecon.org/resource/immigration-reform-jewish-issue.

We send condolences to Kol Halev members Rabbi Simcha and Rabbi Shawn Zevit on the loss of 
Simcha’s mother, Elaine Schneider, may her memory be a blessing. May Simcha and Shawn and their 
entire family be comforted at this difficult time, along with all others who are in mourning among the 
Jewish people and the world as a whole.

We send wishes for a refuah shleymah, a speedy healing, to Kol Halev members Ed Feil, who is 
recovering from a recent surgery, and Helen Zipper (mother/mother-in-law of of lynn and David 
liebling), who in rehab recovering from a recent fall.

heseD

mailto:karals%40roadrunner.com?subject=
http://www.rrc.edu/2013AR/4.html
 http://www.rrc.edu/2013AR/13.html
 http://www.rrc.edu/2013AR/13.html
http://www.jewishrecon.org/resource/immigration-reform-jewish-issue
http://www.jewishrecon.org/resource/immigration-reform-jewish-issue
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Mazel tov to Gabe Shell, 
son of Robin and David 
Shell, who earned straight 
As and the highest score 
in his school in an online 
program called Sum Math.

Mazel Tov to Benjamin 
Barnett for completing 

the first year of the 
Philosophical Inquiry 
training!

Mazel Tov three Kol 
Halev eight graders who 
did well in The Agnon 
School’s Science Fair. 
Gabe Sugerman, son of 

Peggy and David Sugerman, was awarded 
2nd place for “What is the effect of temperature 
on carbonation?; Gilda Weinstock, daughter 
of Kate and Brent Weinstock, was awarded 
3rd place for “What type of wood will burn the 
most in a given amount of time?; and Julian 
Barnett, son of Hallie and Benjamin Barnett, 
was awarded an honorable mention for “What 
are the sliding frictions of different materials 
in a vertical shaft?” Gabe, Gilda and Julian 
advanced to the 60th Annual Northeastern 
Ohio Science and Engineering Fair (NEOSEF) 
at John Carroll University, March 4 - 7. At 
NEOSEF, Gabe received a 2nd place award  
and Julian received a 3rd place award. Gilda 

received an honorable mention and the William 
R. Sweet Family award.

 Julian Barnett was also 
selected to represent Agnon at 
the Cuyahoga County Spelling 
Bee; Ilana Solomon, daughter 
of Jodilynn and Larry 
Solomon, was the alternate.

Several Kol Halev middle 
school students were selected to represent The 
Agnon School in the Power of the Pen creative 
writing contest: Caleb Segar, son of Andy 
Getz and Rabbi Steve Segar; Sascha Roberts, 
son of Lila Hanft and  David Roberts; Ilana 
Solomon, Gabe Sugeman, Julian Barnett, and 
Gilda Weinstock.

kvell CoRNeR

Gabe Shell

Julian Barnett

Benjamin Barnett

Sascha Roberts (left), Gabe Sugerman 
and Gilda Weinstock (pictured here at 
The Agnon School, acting out a scene 
from Romeo and Juliet).

Kol Halev gratefully acknowledges contributions from:

• Ruth Ness in commemoration of the yahrzeit of her husband, Arthur Ness
• Ralph and Selma Gwatkin in commemoration of the yahrzeit of Selma’s father, Nathan Schatz
• Alan Lipsom and Judy Harris in commemoration of the yahrzeit of Judy’s brother, David Fink
• Abe and Muriel Chasin in commemoration of the yahrzeit of Abe’s father, Israel Chasin

• Allen Binstock in commeoration of the yahrzeit of his father, Henry Binstock

CoNTRibuTioNs
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The Kol HaLev Board of Trustees met on March 17 at Pete Robertson’s house. After a D’var Torah 
and approval of the February 2013 minutes, Chip May gave a presentation about the possibility 
of KHl members learning CPR.  In the past, there have been periodic discussions about training 
members in emergency procedures.  Chip is certified by the Red Cross to offer CPR training for 
adults and children, and in the use of defibrillators. The board asked that Chip return next month 
with a proposal. 

Barb has extended a job offer to a candidate for office assistant with the hopes that the person will 
accept the job and be able to begin on April 3 (more on page 12).
 
Robyn Novick gave an update on the Nesiya (Journey) program and discussed plans for the Foun-
dations program.  Nesiya is a tefillah program rather than a Hebrew language program because 
learning Hebrew is a skill that allows students to understand Reconstructionism and prayer. Jody 
Solomon is doing an outstanding job of addressing the various learning needs of each of the chil-
dren.  Chaverim b’telephone was also created to connect each child with an adult who reinforces 
the week’s lesson through conversation via telephone, Skype, Facetime, etc., and this has been very 
successful as well. The students are in grades 3-6. 

The next step is to develop the Foundations program, which will teach students about holidays, 
Israel, and other topics not included in eitherc Hagiga or Nesiya. Because of the short time frame 
between receiving the grant from JECC and the beginning of the school year, the Nesiya program 
was developed very quickly and with much less input from families than would have been pre-
ferred. Robyn proposed to spend up to a year developing the Foundations program through our 
regular KHl process, giving the community opportunity for input and spending time on curriculum 
planning. The board passed a motion expressing its support for communicating the progress of the 
new educational programs to the community and for YFE to proceed with parlor meetings with the 
goal of getting the Foundations program up and running as quickly as possible. 

Pete Robertson distributed a document that clarifies the dues structure. In anticipation of possible 
new initiatives and the expansion of structural responsibilities such as increased costs for book-
keeping and office work, he hopes to encourage members to review their current dues commitment 
before the next budget cycle so that we can both raise the current collectible percentage of dues 
potential and formulate the next budget based on an accurate assessment of member dues commit-
ments. 

The Shabbaton will be April 26-28, 2013.  Registrations will be accepted after the March 25 
deadline with an additional $25 late fee assessed..

The next Board meeting will be held Monday, April 8, 2013 at Karly Whitaker’s house. All Kol 
Halev members are welcome to attend.

Respectfully submitted,
Molly Berger 

 board reporT
molly berger, secreTary
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From our presIdenT baRb TRuiTT

Kol Halev is community within communities. The Kol Halev community uses 
a building that is shared with three other organizations. We share the space on 
Shabbat with the Japanese Cultural School. Mike Caputo has worked directly 
with them from the time that they started renting from Ratner. They have learned 
a little about Judaism and have been very respectful, listening and responding to 
our concerns and requests. When they recently held their graduation ceremony, 
we were able to reciprocate. Brian Miller has helped them stream their 
ceremonies so that family members in Japan are able to watch. The Journey 
Church also rents from Ratner, using the building on Sundays and agreed to 
allow us to use the building for those Jewish holidays that fall on Sunday.

Ratner is a Montessori school which means that the classrooms are set up in a slightly different manner 
than a non-Montessori classroom. The classes on the first floor are the early childhood and the primary 
level classes. The Montessori method of teaching uses a carefully prepared classroom so that the 
students, no matter what their age, know where the items are and how to use them.  They are free to 
explore the objects, but the method requires that the teacher spends time in preparing the classroom 
for the following week. The library books are in a certain order for a reason, so if we move them, the 
librarian has to spend time preparing the room again. The same holds true for all of the classrooms. 
Ratner, allows us to use the building, use their classrooms, and only rarely sees us because we use the 
building when they are not present. We use the first floor and have a room in the basement. They have 
asked that we not go onto the second floor. When the Japanese school is in session, they are on the 
second floor and do not like it when we have children go up there. 

The stage is a wonderful space and our children enjoy going there for a number of reasons, but they 
need adult supervision whenever they are there because of safety concerns. 

Parents should be aware of what their children are doing and where they are. We all need to be 
respectful of the needs of the Japanese school and the limitations of our building use. We request 
that no one goes up to the second floor. The library books may be read, but if complaints continue of 
books and tapes being rearranged, then the library will be locked at our request. Our older children 
enjoy going down to the basement. As long as they leave the basement in the condition that they find 
it, they will continue to have access to the area without having adults present. Please be respectful 
of the beautiful building that we use and of all of the occupants that are members of our diverse 
organizations. 

WomeN’s gRoup bRuNCh 

All women are cordially invited to the Kol Halev Women’s Brunch on Sunday,  April 14, from 10 
am to 12 pm at the home of Happy Wallach, 23538 Duffield Road, Shaker Hts.
 
As part of our morning, Maxine Collin will share insights about “Maintaining Wellness.”  This is a 
great opportunity to socialize, and to leave knowing more than when you arrived!
 
Please join us!  RSVP to Happy Wallach  at 216-283-4058 or happyhkw@aol.com. 

mailto:happyhkw%40aol.com.?subject=
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The April book group meeting will be Thursday, April 25th, at the home of Abe and Muriel Chasin. 
We will discuss A Good Place for the Night: Stories by Savyon liebrecht. (249 pages) 

A description from Amazon: Savyon liebrecht, one of Israel’s most distin-
guished and popular authors, has won an avid readership in the U. S. for 
her rich, believable fiction about affairs of the heart. Her newest collection 
includes seven long stories named for places (Munich, America, Tel Aviv, 
Hiroshima, Jerusalem, Kibbutz) and features Israelis abroad, women and 
men in love and in trouble far away from home. A woman living conge-
nially in Hiroshima for nine years becomes involved in a love triangle with 
an American and a Japanese, and learns with chilling finality that she can 
never be at home in this city of the Japanese holocaust. The tables turn on 
an Israeli journalist in Munich to cover the trial of a Nazi war criminal, 
when he becomes a witness to anti-Arab violence and to the murder of a 
beautiful Muslim woman he has secretly desired. In these searing stories 
setting becomes an accomplice to fate, and history intrudes into the heat of 
passion. In the end, A Good Place for the Night makes us realize that we 
are all wanderers, and the safe haven of “home” is only an idea.

The book for May is 97 Orchard: An Edible History of Five Immigrant Families in 
One New York Tenement by Jane Ziegelman. The calendar of books for all of 2013 is 
listed at the web page shown below.

All KHl members are welcome to attend. For more information about the group, 
look at our web page (http://www.kolhalev.net/book_group) and contact Kevin 
Weidenbaum (KJW@oberlin.net) to be added to the group’s email list. 

  hug haseFer: book dIscussIon group

kol halev hiRes NeW offiCe maNageR

by barb TruITT, board presIdenT

After interviewing several wonderful candidates for our new office manager position, we are pleased 
to announce that  Kelli Birch will be starting on April 3. A number of people will be working with 
her to help her learn about our community and our procedures. 

This transition has been possible only because so very many members have put in extra hours and 
effort in keeping everything going. It hasn’t always been smooth, but we can look forward to having 
a steady presence in our office. 

Extra thanks goes to the interview committee and to our IT support, newsletter and update folks who 
have had a more difficult time in putting out the updates and newsletter the past two months and 
keeping our organization running.

http://www.kolhalev.net/book_group 
mailto:KJW%40oberlin.net?subject=
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The GCC Strategy Team recently ratified the following plan of action to ensure that Medicaid 
Expansion is included in the budget approved by the House of Representatives on April 18. If 
Medicaid Expansion fails in the House, it will be an exceedingly tough battle in the Senate. We 
know that the anti-Medicaid Expansion forces are mobilizing. We need to make sure that our 
representatives -- especially those who are still on the fence -- hear more messages of support than 
messages against. 

1. We need to generate as many constituent phone calls and letters as possible to Cuyahoga 
County representatives who are currently on the fence about Medicaid Expansion. For our 
community, this is focused on Representative Marlene Anielski. Kol HaLev members in Rep. 
Anielski’s district received an email and follow-up call from our Core Team, as it is especially 
crucial that these calls are made.

• The Message: We need your support for Governor Kasich’s Medicaid Expansion in the 
House budget.

• Deadline: Calls, letters, and visits to office hours should be completed by April 8.
2. All other Cuyahoga County representatives have expressed support for Medicaid Expansion 

but ambivalence about voting in favor of the overall budget, even if it includes Medicaid 
Expansion. Medicaid Expansion may fail without their yes vote on the overall budget. We must 
have conversations with them about the importance of their vote to make Medicaid Expansion a 
reality.

• The Message: We need your yes vote on a budget that includes Medicaid Expansion.
• Deadline: Calls, letters, and visits to office hours should be completed by April 8.

Resources:
• list of Representatives including contact information
• Sample phone call script (for those who want more to say than the above one-sentence 

message, which really is sufficient).
• Medicaid Expansion Fact Sheet

Announcing a New Initiative: Open house on sustainability issues and fracking in particular 
on Sat., April 20, 4:30-6 p.m., at the home of Rabbis Shawn and Simcha Zevit.  We will begin 
discussing how to organize internally and then through our network partners in the Greater Cleveland 
Congregations, and have invited members of other congregational communities. Sustainability/eco-
food justice was one of five issues that we selected in our GCC founding process in 2011. 

Next Criminal Justice Team Meeting: April 9 at 7 p.m.; location to be announced. This is a crucial 
meeting where a decision will be made re: which issue GCC will pursue through the Criminal Justice 
team.  Those who are interested in gun violence or racial profiling should plan on attending to make 
their voices heard. Contact Donna Weinberger for more information.

Save the Date: The next GCC training (free and open to all Kol Halev members) June 9-11. 

report

http://greaterclevelandcongregations.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=123c018caaf8ed77c9e00450a&id=4cbdea4aaa&e=473501010b
http://gallery.mailchimp.com/123c018caaf8ed77c9e00450a/files/GCC_1_24_13_letter_writing.pdf
http://gallery.mailchimp.com/123c018caaf8ed77c9e00450a/files/GCC_1_24_13_fact_sheet.pdf
mailto:drw508%40gmail.com?subject=


April 2013 Kol HAlev HAppeningsPage 14

sTay CoNNeCTeD To kol halev!
Kol Halev regularly publishes:

• Kol HaLev Happenings newsletter on the first of every month; it contains a month-long calendar, 
feature stories, event flyers, announcements of holiday celebrations, news of community members 
and more. 

• The Weekly Update email; it brings the most current information into your email inbox each 
Thursday afternoon to remind you of upcoming events or alert you to last-minute changes to event 
times or locations.

• The Kol HaLev website, located at http://www.kolhalev.net. There you’ll find the most complete 
collection of Kol Halev-related infromation, including the calendar, a convenient list of upcoming 
events-at-a-glance, membership information and fundraising opportunities.

aRe you plaNNiNg aN eveNT?

Please send event information for inclusion in the newsletter, weekly update and website calendars to 
both:
• newsletter@kolhalev.net – by the 15th for publication on the 1st of next month
• calendar@kolhalev.net – by Tuesday at 3 p.m. for inclusion in that Thursday’s Weekly Update.

aRe you missiNg ouT oN impoRTaNT emails?

If you’re not receiving the Weekly Update, the monthly Happenings newsletter or other Kol Halev 
email,  just send your correct email address to newsletter@kolhalev.net and we’ll get you back in the 
loop.

They are now a part of us, as we remember them 
Members of Kol HaLev will mark the following yahrzeits during April:

David Fink – father of Judy Harris
Leon Munetz – father of Mark Munetz
Nathan Schatz – father of Selma Gwatkin
Arthur Ness – husband of Ruth Ness and father of leah Gilbert
Joseph Korman – father of Neil Korman
Evelyn Litwin – mother of Richard litwin
Diana Tonti – mother of Mario Tonti

Kol Halev members may include the yahrzeit of family members in KHL Happenings by submitting 
the name of the deceased, the relationship to the member, and the date of death, including the year, in 

either the secular or Jewish calendar to office@kolhalev.net.

yahRzeiTs

http://www.kolhalev.net
mailto:newsletter%40kolhalev.net?subject=
mailto:calendar%40kolhalev.net%20?subject=
mailto:newsletter%40kolhalev.net?subject=
mailto:office%40kolhalev.net?subject=
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hagiga phoTo galleRy
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 CaleNDaR

Mon. Apr. 1 10:30 a.m. Passover Morning Service/Yizkor Service at the home 
of Barbara and Barry Epstein 24530 Twickenham Drive, 
Beachwood; Service leader: Rabbi Steve; Kiddush sponsor: 
Jonathan Wilhelm in memory of David Feldt’s birthday.

Sat., Apr. 6 9:15-10:15 a.m. Philosophical Inquiry with the Parasha for 5th and 6th grade 
Hagiga students in the Art Room. 

10:30 a.m. New Member Shabbat Service preceded by Torah Discussion 
at 9:30 a.m at Ratner Chapel; Shmini; Service leader: Rabbi 
Steve. Discussion leader: Rabbi Steve; Kiddush co-hosted by the 
Membership Committee and last year’s new members.

10:30 a.m. Hagiga

10:45 a.m. Tot-Parent Shabbat Program for families with children in 
preschool and under in Rooms 113 & 114. The program is about 
a half an hour. Babysitting is available before and after Tot 
Shabbat, also in Rooms 113 & 114.

Sun. Apr. 7 2:00-3:30 p.m Yom Hashoah V’Hagvura, Holocaust & Heroism 
Commemoration. More information on page 4.

Mon. Apr. 8 7:30 p.m. Board Meeting at the home of Karly Whitaker, 1171 Sylvania 
Rd., Cleveland Hts. All Kol Halev members are welcome.

Tue. Apr. 9 7 p.m. GCC Criminal Justice Team Meeting. location tba. For more 
information, contact Donna Weinberger.

Fri. Apr. 12 8:00-10:00 p.m. April No’ar Hadash (Teen) Dessert Potluck at theWeinstock 
home. 23208 E. Baintree, Cleveland Hts. For info, contact 
Ma’ayan (youthdirector@kolhalev.net).

Sat., Apr. 13 10:30 a.m. Member-led Shabbat Morning Service at Ratner Chapel; 
Tazria-Metzora; Service leader: larry Solomon; Torah 
discussion will take place during the service; kiddush hosts:  
lynn and David liebling and Bruce and Celia Jennings in honor 
of the 32nd anniversary of the day that Bruce and Celia met.

Sun., Apr. 14 10:00 a.m.- 12:00 
p.m.

Women’s Sunday Brunch, at the home of Happy Wallach, 
23538 Duffield Road, Shaker Hts. RSVP to Happy Wallach at 
216-283-4058 or happyhkw@aol.com. More info on page 11.

3:30-5:00 p.m. Torah Study – topic and location to be announced.

Mon., Apr. 15 Deadline for the April issue of Kol HaLev Happenings.

5:45 p.m. Yom Hazikaron Commemoration & Yom Ha’atzmaut 
Celebration. More information on page 4.

Sat., Apr. 20 9:15-10:15 a.m. Philosophical Inquiry with the Parasha for 5th and 6th grade 
Hagiga students in the Art Room. 

mailto:drw508%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:youthdirector%40kolhalev.net?subject=
mailto:happyhkw%40aol.com?subject=
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Sat., Apr. 20 10:30 a.m. Shabbat Service preceded by Torah Discussion at 9:30 a.m. at 
Ratner Chapel;  Acharei Mot; Service leader: Barry Epstein and 
Rabbi Steve   Discussion leader: Ralph Gwatkin. Kiddush co-
hosted by Ralph and Selma Gwatkin and David Gwatkin.

10:00-10:30 a.m Intergenerational Learners Service in the Chapel; Rabbi Steve 
will lead a 30-minute service open to anyone in the community 
who would like to learn a little more about the Shabbat morning 
service. 

10:30 a.m. Hagiga 
10:45 a.m. Tot-Parent Shabbat Program for families with children in 

preschool and under in Rooms 113 & 114. The program is about 
a half an hour. Babysitting is available before and after.

1:00 p.m. Lunch & Learn at Ratner School following the Shabbat 
morning services and kiddush. Rabbi Shawn Zevit will lead us 
in a discussion about the holiday of lag b’Omer, celebrating the 
33rd day of the Counting of the Omer. More info on page 8.

4:30-6:00 p.m. Open house on sustainability issues and fracking at the home 
of Rabbis Shawn and Simcha Zevit. More info on page 13.

Sun. Apr. 21 tbd. No’ar Hadash (Teen) event: Candlemaking with Jean Miller. 
At the Miller home, 1618 Rydalmount Rd., Cleveland Hts., 
OH. For more information, contact Ma’ayan Scher-Marcus at 
youthdirector@kolhalev.net.

Wed Apr. 24 7-8:30 p.m Mindful Jewish Practice at Nancy Rubel's office: 24755 
Chagrin #305.   Please note: we will use some of the time at 
this April meeting to discuss our format going forward and seek 
input from the group. 

Thu., Apr. 25 7:30 p.m. Hug HaSefer Book Group at the home of Deena and Dick 
Epstein, 20949 Colby Road, Shaker Hts. 216 321-9218.  More 
information on page 12. 

Fri. Apr. 26 - 
Sun. Apr. 28

Kol HaLev’s Biennial Intergenerational Shabbaton at 
Punderson State Park. More information on page 1; registration 
form on page 6..

The newsletter calendar is accurate to the best of our knowledge at the time of publication. However, 
dates and venues for KHl events do sometimes change. To keep abreast of any changes, read the 
Weekly Update which is emailed to all members on Thursdays, or check Kol Halev’s website 
calendar. 

 CaleNDaR

To submit a listing for this calendar, the Weekly Update, and the website calendar, email event 
information to newsletter@kolhalev.net AND calendar@kolhalev.net.

mailto:youthdirector%40kolhalev.net?subject=
mailto:newsletter%40kolhalev.net%20?subject=
mailto:calendar%40kolhalev.net?subject=
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Place
stamp
here

kol halev, Cleveland’s Reconstructionist 
Jewish Congregation, is an egalitarian, 

participatory spiritual community.
visit our website at http://www.kolhalev.net

The Newsletter of Cleveland’s Reconstructionist Jewish Community

2245 Warrensville Center Rd., #215
university heights, oh 44118
216-320-1498

abouT This NeWsleTTeR
Kol HaLev Happenings is the newsletter of Kol Halev, Cleveland’s Reconstructionist Jewish 
Community.  This digital newsletter can be read onscreen in Adobe Reader or printed out 
on paper. Please email newsletter@kolhalev.net with comments, complaints, corrections, 
suggestions, or notices for upcoming issues. Back issues of Kol HaLev Happenings can be 
downloaded from the Kol Halev website.


